
Find A Grave
a favorite app



Free from the App Store—

Find a Grave has a free app for iOS available from the App 
Store. There is also a corresponding web site you can access 
from your computer. The web site is a little easier to navigate, 
so most of this presentation will be about web pages.



Home page—

Find A Grave is a data base compiled by volunteers, and there are more than 200 
million records. You can explore the data base without creating an account, but if 
you think it's interesting then click on “Register.” The account is free.



Creating an account will ask for the usual info: your name, email address, create a 
password, and so on. You can even create a “public name” (i.e., a pseudonym).



Tabs on the Home Page

On the Home Page there are four tabs. 
A “Memorial” is an entry for a deceased person.  
“Cemeteries” lets you search for the web page of a particular cemetery. From there you can 
look through all the graves recorded there.  
“Famous” lets you look for the graves of well-known people.  
“Contribute” is for adding Memorials to the date base.



https://www.findagrave.com

Use the link to Find A Grave and register or sign in. As a demonstration, 
let’s look for the Memorial of a famous person. Just be ready to get a lot 
more hits than you expect. (During the meeting we searched for Abraham 
Lincoln and found him, his family, his associates, and so on.)

https://www.findagrave.com


Back on the Home page, click on your name to add and edit your personal 
information.  
On my Profile I wrote a brief family history and listed the cemeteries where many 
of my relatives and ancestors are buried. 
Account shows your ID number, when you joined Find A Grave, your email 
address, and your preferred language. 
My Memorials lists all of the Memorials you either have created or currently 
manage. (If someone else created a memorial of a relative of yours you can 
request management.)



To find an existing memorial, click on the Memorials tab, and enter as much 
information as you can about the deceased person you’re looking for. If you 
don’t know the exact date of birth or death, you can make approximations. The 
cemetery location can be the name of the city, the county, or just the state. If 
your search results in no matches found, then it probably means no one has 
entered that grave in the database. 
If you want to leave a tribute to the person, you can leave virtual flowers and a 
message. (During the meeting I searched for the doctor in my home town when I 
was a boy.)



To create a Memorial, click on Contribute and Add Memorials.



It will first ask for the name of the cemetery where the deceased is buried. Click 
on Next and fill in as much of the biographical info as you can (full name, DOB, 
DOD, locations). After you create the Memorial you can link the deceased to his/
her deceased spouse, parents, siblings, and children. Just remember this is for 
deceased people. You can include living relatives in the the biographical 
information. 
Every Memorial has an identification number, and to connect family members 
you will need those numbers. 
Also, if someone else maintains a Memorial, you can suggest edits or even 
request to take over its management.



Good luck exploring!

Every so often I will think of someone from my childhood who is no longer living—teachers, people from my church, or 
friends—and I’ll use Find A Grave to see where they are buried. Most of the time I’m successful because people went to 
the trouble of creating Memorials for them. 
Again, nearly everything I’ve shown is also available through the app for iPhones and iPads.  
Enjoy your own exploring!


