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You can now add cross-links between your notes on 
the iPhone
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Linking notes in the Notes app on your iPhone is one of those 
features you'd never realize that you truly needed until the first 
time you give it a try. Then you'll wonder how you ever lived 
without this capability.

The feature makes sense, though, given the way a lot of us have 
come to us Notes on the iPhone. The app is a place to jot down 
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thoughts, make lists and assemble ideas, but it's also a great 
research tool. And sometimes that research is interconnected, so 
it's helpful to link related notes, letting you jump back and forth 
between related ideas.

That's precisely what the new iOS 17 update allows you to do. A 
new feature in the Notes app makes it simple to add links 
between different notes that lets you move from one note to the 
other with just a tap. iOS 17 doesn't arrive until the fall, but if you 
install the iOS 17 public beta, you can try out the feature now.

It's pretty simple to link notes in the iOS 17 Notes app once you 
know the proper method. And that's what we're here to show you 
what to do, since the command for doing so isn't immediately 
visible in the Notes app.

In this example, we're going to link notes related to a trip to 
Europe — one note that lists potential river cruises and another 
that lists activities in a given city. To link notes, you'll need at least 
two existing notes, as you can't create a link for a note thats not 
already created.

Here's how the process works.
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1. Find the note where you want to place a link

In the Notes app, open the note where you want a link and find 
the place in your note to add that link.

Here, we'll open the list of river cruises and add a link to the 
Norway to Barcelona section.
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2. Add your linked note

In the note itself, tap the right arrow key (>) twice. From the 
pop-up menu that appears, select the note you're linking to. 
The title of that note will appear as linked hypertext, with a Note 
icon next to it.

In this example, we've picked the Barcelona Sights note, which is 
now linked to our river cruise research.
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3. Add a link back from the other note

If you want cross links between your notes, simply tap on the 
link you've just created. That will take you automatically to the 
other note. Repeat step 2 above to add a cross link back to the 
other note.

And that's all there is to it. Linking notes is one of my favorite 
time-saving new features in iOS 17, and I bet it will be one of 
yours, too.

Looking for more iOS 17 how-to tips? We can show you how to 
use the Check In feature that's now part of Messages, as well as 
how to Quick Reply in Messages and how to share your location 
with others in the built-in messaging app. Be sure to read our iOS 
17 beta hands-on preview so that you know what to expect when 
the full release arrives later this year.
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