macOS Sonoma: 50 New Features and Changes

Worth Checking
Friday September 29, 2023 3:55 PM PDT by Tim Hardwick- MacRumors

1. Set Widget Color Options

When not in use, interactive desktop widgets fade into the
background by taking on a monochrome style, allowing you to
concentrate on the active app or window.
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If you prefer this look, you can make it permanent by going to
System Settings -> Desktop & Dock. In the "Widgets" section, set
Widget Style to Monochrome.
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2. System Settings Navigation

In macOS Ventura, Apple replaced System Preferences with
System Settings to align it with iOS and iPadOS, but the way
controls were organized left many users wanting.
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The same System Settings interface remains in macOS Sonoma,
but it is now easier to navigate through different menu screens
you have visited without continually scrolling through the sidebar,
thanks to the addition of backward and forward buttons.



3. FaceTime Reactions

Apple has changed the way FaceTime integrates with the menu
bar. The video effects options no longer appear in the Control
Center, and instead have a new home in a dedicated green
FaceTime menu bar item, which also includes a mini webcam view
and buttons to trigger Reactions.
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Reactions include Love, Like, Dislike, Balloons, Rain, Confetti,
Lasers, and Fireworks. Some reactions are even triggered
automatically by the user's physical actions: One thumb up
triggers a Like, and two thumbs up are attended by Fireworks.
Similarly, one thumb down counts as a dislike, and two thumbs
down initiates a rain shower.
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4. Safari Profiles

Safari has gained a new feature called Profiles, which is designed
to help keep your browsing separate for different use cases like
Work, School, or Personal.
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Go to the Profiles section in Safari -> Settings..., and you can
create custom profiles, choose a symbol and color for each one,
and select a Favorites folder.
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Profiles silo your history, Tab Groups, and cookies, and you can
also assign specific extensions to different profiles to optimize
your browsing experience based on the task at hand.



5. Seamless Keyboard Input and
Dictation

macOS Sonoma supports simultaneous use of keyboard input and
Dictation, without any disruption in your flow of thought.
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In other words, you can keep typing after hitting the Dictation
shortcut (assignable in System Settings -> Keyboard). So
whenever your fingers need a rest, you can complete the
sentence you were just typing by saying it out loud.



6. Presenter Overlay

When you're in a FaceTime or Zoom call, click-hold the green
traffic light in the corner of an open app window and you'll see a
screen sharing option, while a new Presenter Overlay feature can
be used to keep you on screen and better able to point to details.

@ Safari File Edit View History Bookmarks Window Help B & 0B 1 & = S+ = Thu8Jun 16:31
- 1
S @ o
Waiting for others... >
¢

tly Sharing
Add Window

Stop Sharing

€®WWwWDC23

€« WWDC23

Introducing Apple Vision Pro and the era of spatial computing:
he new 15-inch MacBook Air with M2, Mac Studio with M2 Ma»
d M2 Ultra, and Mac Pro with M2 Ultra. And previews of iOS 17 wic
iPadOS 17, macOS Sonoma, and watchOS 10.

Watch the keynote

LELETGEET L TR EICL AT - H=E1e

When on a video call, you can either place yourself inside a
movable bubble in the corner of the window or desktop that
you're sharing, or you can bring on-screen content into the
background of your own environment so that it looks as if you're
standing just in front of it.



7. Dock Web Apps

Thanks to a new option in Safari, you can now create standalone
web apps and add them to your Dock, alongside your regular

apps.
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All you have to do is visit a website in Safari and select File ->
Add to Dock.... You can then give the web app a nhame and even
change its icon. When you open a docked web app, it will open in
its own separate window that includes back and forward buttons
for simple navigation.



8. Caps Lock Is On

If the Caps Lock key on your keyboard is enabled in macOS
Sonoma, a handy indicator appears right near the cursor, so
you're less likely to TYPE LIKE THIS BY ACCIDENT and get your
passwords wrong.
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Apple has also made the text cursor a little thicker, and its color
now changes relative to the active application, so you'll have a
better idea of which window your text is going to appear in when
you start typing.



9. Open Notes in Pages

You can now send notes from the Notes app directly to Pages.
Simply open the note, click the Share button, then choose Open

in Pages from the share sheet.
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From there you can continue to edit the note in Pages, then save
it or export it as a PDF, Word file, EPUB, and more.



10. iPhone Widgets on Your Mac

Thanks to Apple's Continuity feature and its ability to sync with
your devices, the widget library includes widgets from your
iPhone in all available sizes.
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So even if you don't have the corresponding Mac app, you can
still use the iOS widget right on your desktop. Simply drag it from
the gallery into an available space.

continued on next page
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If you have more than one iPhone, you can also choose which
widgets show up in your Mac's widgets library. Go to System
Settings -> Desktop & Dock, and in the "Widgets" section, click
the iPhone dropdown to select the device that you want to sync
to.
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11. Show/Hide Desktop

By default, macOS Sonoma hides all windows when you click on
your wallpaper. This is handy if you tend to have a bunch of files
on the screen that you need access to. But if you find this
behavior maddening, you can limit it to happen only when Stage
Manager is enabled.
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Go to System Settings -> Desktop & Dock. In the Desktop &
Stage Manager section, look for the option Click wallpaper to
reveal desktop, then click Always and choose Only in Stage
Manager instead.
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12. Text Prediction

Thanks to improved machine learning technology, Apple has
made macOS a lot more helpful, because it can better predict
what you're going to type next. Apple says it has adopted a
"transformer language model" that can even personalize
prediction for individual users, learning your personal preferences
and word choices to be more useful when typing.

As you type, the predicted text appears ahead of the cursor. If it
has accurately predicted what you want to type, press the
spacebar and macOS will fill it in for you. After using macOS
Sonoma for a few weeks, you should notice that the suggestions
are much better at predicting what you want to say and
presenting words for you to autofill.

continued on next page
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All Input Sources
Show Input menu in menu bar

3 British Correct spelling automatically

Capitalize words automatically
Show inline predictive text

Add period with double-space

If you find all of this distracting, you can turn it off. Go to System
Settings -> Keyboard. Next to Input Sources, click Edit.... In the

next window, toggle off the switch next to Show inline predictive
text.
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13. Managing PDFs in Notes

When you drag PDFs into Notes, they are now presented full-
width in the note, making it easier to view and interact with
them.
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Notes is no longer restricted to rendering the first page of a PDF.
You can now view the individual pages of a document you're
reviewing right inside the note, which is really handy for
previewing multiple PDFs in the same note. You also get a row of
thumbnails across the top of the PDF that you can click to
navigate to a specific page more quickly.
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14. Link Notes Together

Apple has made its stock Notes app significantly more useful by
adding the simple yet powerful ability to link notes and connect
related notes together. With just a few clicks, you can create links
between notes in macOS Sonoma, making it easy to jump from
one idea to another.

Add Link

Link To: | [E)NThinking WithWhitehead = Stengers’

¥ Use Note Title

Cancel

One way of adding a new link is by right-clicking on a space, word
or phrase in any note and selecting Add Link from the contextual
menu. You can also use the Command-K shortcut. This will let
you link to another note by typing in its title. Using the "Name"
field, you can create an optional alternative title for the link, or
just stick with the original title for clarity. Once you're done, the
link appears as hyperlink-style underlined text in your note, and
clicking it snaps you straight into the note you linked to.
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15. Link From a List of Notes

The Notes app also offers an additional, quicker way to add links:
Typing two greater-than symbols (>>) into a note invokes a list
containing your six most recently modified notes, and tapping one
instantly adds a link to that note.

This is a linked note

And here is my link

The Presocratic cosmolo...from Thales to Democritus 12:08 PM
The Muse Learns to Write - Eric Havelock (1986) 12:08 PM
The Meaning of the Body - Mark Johnson 12:08 PM
The Poetics of Space - Gaston Bachelard (tbc) 12:08 PM
The Spell of the Sensuous - David Abram 12:08 PM
Becoming Beside Ourselves - Brian Rotman (2008) 12:08 PM

The same feature can be found in i0S, meaning you can now
create wiki-style collections of interlinked notes, allowing you to
organize your thoughts or discover new connections and
associations between ideas.
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16. Studio Light and Background
Blur

Studio Light is now available in macOS when using video
conferencing apps, on Studio Display and Mac models with Apple
silicon, without the need for Continuity Camera. In the FaceTime
menu bar UI, you can darken the background and illuminate your
face using the Studio Light intensity slider.
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With the Portrait slider, you can also control the amount of
background blur, adding more or less blur to the depth-of-field
effect.
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17. Choose Center Stage Camera

In macOS Sonoma, Continuity Camera automatically detects your
face and frames you in the center, without you having to enable
Center Stage. Still, turning on Center Stage keeps you centered
in the camera frame as you move around.
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Choose Center Stage from the Video menu in the menu bar. To
switch between the rear cameras on your iPhone, click the arrow
next to Center Stage, then choose Main or Ultra Wide.
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18. Find Messages Faster

Previously in macOS, you could type a word or phrase in the
search field of Apple's Messages app and it would return matching
results, but there was no way to filter messages to more easily
find what you were looking for.

Q '@ Dad & Photo treel

1

m*ﬁ&.—w d

That's changed in macOS Sonoma, and now you can combine
multiple filters. If you're looking for images from a certain person,
for example, you can type in "photos" and then the person's
name, clicking each search filter to narrow down your search
results.
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19. Remove All URL Tracking

Safari can remove tracking parameters from URLs in order to
prevent cross-website tracking. When a tracking parameter is
detected while browsing or copying a link, Safari strips the
identifying components of the URL, while leaving the rest intact.
The links still work as expected, but no longer have unique
identifiers.
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cesan + Show colour in compact tab bar
Hide Others
Privacy: ¥ Use advanced tracking and fingerprinting protection ' in all browsing <
v Allow websites to check for Apple Pay and Apple Card
S ake purchases on the web using Apple Pay and Apple Card with

Quit Safari

erving measurement of ad effectiveness
Block all cookies

Reading List: Save articles for offline reading automatically

Style sheet: | None Selected <
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Proxies: = Change Settings...
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To enable the feature for all browsing, open Safari -> Settings...,
click the Advanced tab, make sure the box is checked next to Use
advanced tracking and fingerprint protection, then choose "in all
browsing" in the dropdown.
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20. Safari Favicons

In Safari 17, if you have the Favorites Bar enabled (View -> Show
Favorites Bar in Safari's menu bar) the favicon for each site will
appear beside its title, allowing you to more easily spot it in the
bar.

New Folder

J Show Icons

Favicons can certainly be handy, but they can make your browser
interface look too busy and cluttered. Another possible issue with
the space they take up is that if you have a full row of websites in
your Favorites Bar, some of them will be lopped off the viewable
area, and you may have to click the double chevron icon at the
far right to reveal them.

If this happens in your case, don't worry. It's not obvious, but you
can easily prevent favicons from appearing in the Favorites Bar.
Simply right-click anywhere on the bar and uncheck Show Icons
in the pop-up menu.
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21. Automatically Close Safari
Tabs

macOS can now close Safari's browser tabs on your behalf, based
on when you last viewed them. Select Safari -> Settings... in the
menu bar, then click the Tabs section.

Tabs

@ B = § Q 8 B & & & G K o€

General Tabs AutoFill Passwords Search Security Privacy Websites Profiles Extensions Advanced Developer Feature Flags

Tab layout:
Separate Compact
Always show website titles in tabs

Open pages in tabs instead of windows: = Automatically £}

z& Automatically close tabs: | Manually 53

Navigation: # 38-click opens a link in a new tab

When a new tab or window opens, make it active
¥ Use 38-1through -9 to switch tabs

38 -click: Opens a link in a new tab.
38 -Shift-click: Opens a link in a new tab, and makes it the active tab.
38 -Option-click: Opens a link in a new window.
38 -Option-Shift-click: Opens a link in a new window, and makes it the active window.

Next to "Automatically close tabs" you'll find options to make the
browser auto-close tabs that have not been viewed After One
Day, After One Week, or After One Month.
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22. Share Passwords With
Family

Staying in Safari Settings, the Passwords menu now has a Share
Passwords with Family option. This allows you to create a group
of trusted contacts that you can share passwords and passkeys
with across devices. (Passkeys let users sign in to apps and sites
the same way they unlock their devices: With a fingerprint, a face
scan, or a screen lock PIN.)

Family Passwords

2 Members
Shared with Anna

Q

e disneyplus.com

netflix.com

Using the new feature, passwords and passkeys for shared media
accounts, utilities, bills, and more can be provided to multiple
people, and each person in the group can access, add to, and
change passwords that are shared.
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23. Clean Up Verification Codes

These days, many websites and services use one-time passcodes
sent via SMS or over email for verification purposes, but these
one-time codes can soon clog up your Mail inbox and Messages

app.

Password Options

AutoFill Passwords and Passkeys
AutoFill helps you sign into applications and websites.

Use passwords and passkeys from

. iCloud Keychain

Verification Codes

Clean Up Automatically
Automatically delete verification codes in Messages and Mail after inserting
with AutoFill.

In macOS Sonoma, there's a new option to have those messages
auto-delete after the code is autofilled and used to authenticate a
login. Go to Safari -> Settings... and click the Password section.
Under "Verification Codes," you can toggle the switch next to
Clean Up Automatically.
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24. Set Private Browsing Search
Engine

In Safari, you can set different search engines for normal and
Private Browsing modes. For example, you may want to set
Google as the default search engine in regular browsing mode
and a different search engine such as DuckDuckGo in Private
Browsing mode for privacy reasons.

Search

& 0 = § QA 8 6 ® 2 5 @ KO8

General Tabs AutoFill Passwords S Security Privacy Websites Profiles Extensions Advanced Developer Feature Flags

Search engine: | Google

‘:\ﬁ.\ Private Browsing search engine: | DuckDuckGo

¥ Include search engine suggestions

A~
v
~
v

Smart Search Field: & Include Safari Suggestions
¥ Enable Quick Website Search | Manage Websites...
¥ Preload Top Hit in the background
¥ Show Favorites

Go to Safari -> Settings..., click the Search section, then select
browser from the Private Browsing search engine dropdown.
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25. Private Browsing
Authentication

If you have any Private Browsing tabs open in Safari and then
leave your computer, Apple's browser now requires Touch ID
authentication or your Mac password to access them again.

Privacy
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General Tabs AutoFill Passwords Search Security Websites Profiles Extensions Advanced Developer Feature Flags

Website tracking: 8 Prevent cross-site tracking

Hide IP address: @ Hide IP address | from Trackers and Websites (&

Your IP address can be used to determine personal information,
like your location. To protect this information, Safari can hide your
IP address from known trackers. Select “Trackers and Websites"
to have iCloud Private Relay also hide your IP address from
websites you visit.

_E% Private Browsing: # Require Touch ID to view locked tabs

Website data: | Manage Website Data...

Advanced Settings About Safari & Privacy... ?

If you don't tend to leave your Mac unlocked or find the
authentication requirement annoying, you can turn it off pretty
easily: Go to Safari -> Settings..., click the Privacy section, then
uncheck the box next to Require Touch ID to view locked tabs.
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26. Per-Website App Extension
Settings

In Safari, third-party app extensions have gained per-website
privacy settings where relevant, allowing you to control access for
all extensions with access to user data.

Extensions
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General Tabs AutoFill Passwords Search Security Privacy Websites Profiles Ex 1s Advanced Developer Feature Flags

Installed
Enpass Extension 6.9.0 from Enpass

Clove - Clean for Y... O Autofill your logins and credit card details on the go

Dark Reader Uninstall
Personal and MacR...

i Profiles:
Day One
“Enpass Extension” is active in the Personal, MacRumors, and Deep Work profiles.

Downie Safari Exte... VRS
Enpass Extension Private Browsing:
Allow in Private Browsing

Folx L.
Permissions:
Ginger - Skip Ads e Webpage Contents and Browsing History
When you use the “Enpass Extension” toolbar button, the extension may request access to
read and alter webpages and to see your browsing history. Granting access may be required

Hush for the extension to function.

Open in lINA You have not allowed this extension on any websites yet.

Edit Websites... ) Always Allow on Every Website...

Send to MarsEdit

¥ Share across devices More Extensions...

You can find the "Edit websites..." for each app extension in the
Extensions section of Safari's Settings window.
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27. Disable Pointer Acceleration

Gamers rejoice — you can now disable pointer acceleration in
macOS Sonoma. By default in macOS, the pointer moves more
quickly for fast mouse movements and more precisely for slow
mouse movements. Previously there was no way to prevent this
natively, but that's changed.

Pointer acceleration
When enabled, the pointer will move more quickly for fast mouse
movements and more precisely for slow mouse movements.

Go to System Settings -> Mouse -> Advanced..., then toggle off
the switch next to Pointer acceleration.
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28. Audio Message
Improvements

When recording an audio message, you're now able to pause and
then continue recording the same message before sending.

This is good

© |l [l 00:12

Play at 1x iello hello boo-boo
Play at 1.25x

Play at 1.5x
Play at 2x

Additionally, when listening to audio messages you received, a
long click on the play button lets you opt to play back at up to 2x
speed. Received audio messages are automatically transcribed,
too.

30



29. Notes Formatting Additions

Block Quote formatting makes it easy to visually offset a section
of writing with a quote bar, while Monospaced formatting has
been updated to Monostyled, for inset text with a distinct

background.
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You can find these in the Notes menu bar under Format, or by
clicking the text style icon when a note is open.
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30. Easier Autocorrect Editing

Autocorrection now briefly underlines autocorrected words, and
you can right-click an underlined word to reveal and choose the
original word that you typed.

Testing

I'm using a note to test out the new autocorrect and
audocorrect

macOS will also learn your typing habits over time for each app,
and avoid corrections that you revert. This also applies to explicit
language, which will be added to your personal vocabulary list.
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31. Activate Game Mode

Game Mode gives games the highest priority access to your CPU
and GPU, lowering usage for background tasks. It turns on
automatically when you fullscreen any game via the green button
in the top-left corner of the game's window. When you enter full
screen in this way, a Game Mode menu appears in the menu bar.
You can use this menu to confirm that Game Mode is turned on
for your game.

Game Mode also turns off automatically when you stop viewing
your game in full screen. You can also turn it off while your game
is still in full screen mode: From the Game Mode menu in the
menu bar, choose Turn Game Mode Off.
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32. High Performance Screen
Sharing

Screen Sharing is its own app in macOS Sonoma. It's located in
Applications/Utilities, and includes a list of all computers you've
connected to in the past, the ability to see all computers on your
local network with screen sharing enabled, and the option to
create groups of computers.

Select Screen Sharing Type:

Standard
Works with most network conditions

® High Performance
Works with high speed networks only

Display Type 1 Virtual Display ¢

Cancel [ Continue

It also features a high performance mode when a screen sharing
connection has been established. Click the info (i) button next to
a connection, and change the Screen Sharing Type from Standard
to High Performance. High performance mode allows you to use
the native resolution of the host computer's display, reduces
latency, improves image quality, and features HDR and multi-
monitor support. The feature is available on Macs with Apple
silicon running macOS Sonoma or later.
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33. Communication Safety

Communication Safety is an opt-in feature that warns children
when sending or receiving photos that contain nudity. It's enabled
by default for children under the age of 13 who are signed in with
an Apple ID and part of a Family Sharing group, but parents can
also enable it for older teens as well.

< Communication Safety

Q Communication Safety
: Communication Safety can detect nude photos and videos before they're
= Wi-Fi sent or viewed on your child's device, and provide guidance and age-
appropriate resources to help them make a safe choice. Apple does not have
% Bluetooth access to the photos or videos.

@) Network
Child Safety Resources View Resources

Resources to help have conversations with your child about
digital safety topics like sexting and nudes.

@ veN

@ Notifications

@) sound Improve Communication Safety
Help Apple improve Communication Safety by sharing analytics and usage
Focus data. Analytics and data are aggregated in a form that is not personally
— identifiable. No messages or media are shared with Apple.
X Screen Time

Learn More...
3 General

When the feature is enabled in System Settings -> Screen Time
-> Communication Safety, photos and videos containing nudity
are automatically blurred in supported apps including Messages
and FaceTime, and the child will be warned about viewing
sensitive content. The warning also provides children with ways to
get help. It uses on-device processing to detect photos and
videos containing nudity, ensuring that Apple and third parties
cannot access the content, and that end-to-end encryption is
preserved in the Messages app.
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34. Live Speech

Using the new Live Speech accessibility feature, you can type on
your Mac and have your words spoken aloud, or directly into apps
like FaceTime audio. Live Speech can be set up in macOS Sonoma
by going to Settings -> Accessibility -> Live Speech, where you
can choose a voice to use, and save commonly used phrases.

Live Speech

Q @ Live Speech ‘

il PR : 3
- " With Live Speech, you can type to speak aloud or directly into
=~ Wi-Fi applications like FaceTime. Click the E}.in the menu bar to show or

hide Live Speech.

% Bluetooth
@ Network Preferred language Use System Language

@ VPN Voice Eloquence (Shelley)

? Notifications Font size 3272
@) Sound
€ Focus Saved Phrases

& Screen Time Can't innovate anymore, my ass

Q General T [

©® Appearance
@ Accessibility

Q Control Center

Alternatively, you can record yourself reading and make a
Personal Voice for use with Live Speech. Go to System Settings
-> Accessibility -> Personal Voice, then tap Create a Personal
Voice.

36



35. Copy iCloud Link

You can now share photos and videos stored in iCloud Photos by
generating an iCloud link.

Y

Home it
July 12, 2023 at 10:00:33 - 2 of 12 @ I ©

|

»
& =7, 1Photo Selected

A | @

Anna Laing Joseph Alison Mum
Rossignol Hardwick

Shared Albums
Mail
Notes
Reminders
Messages
AirDrop
Freeform
Shortcuts
# Dropbox Transfer
M Set Wallpaper
- Copy iCloud Link

=
: @
@
e

&> Edit Extensions...

Simply select a photo or drag a selection box over several photos,
click the Share button, then select Copy iCloud Link, and it will be
copied to your clipboard ready for pasting in an email or
message.

37


https://www.macrumors.com/guide/icloud-photo-library/
https://www.macrumors.com/guide/icloud/

36. Wallpaper to Screen Saver

Sonoma brings all the Apple TV screensavers to your Mac - they
download on demand to save on storage, and they look great.
The way to get the best out of them though, is to use the same
video for your wallpaper and screensaver. You can do this using
the Show as screen saver / wallpaper toggle in System Settings
-> Wallpaper, and Screen Saver.

Screen Saver

Q . :5“'_' | _f_ New York Night

€ Focus v y
g Screen Time KR, | T Show as wallpaper

Show on all Spaces
@ General

©® Appearance

® Accessibility Landscape Show All (61)

@Control Center g

* Siri & Spotlight 3 g Y
. . 0 SN = [>]
@ Privacy & Security - X ‘

Sonoma Horizon California's Redwoods Utah Evening ¥
Temblor Range from Above ¥

= Desktop & Dock
— Cityscape Show All (30)
-®: Displays

Wallpaper ﬁ‘ }////1\}.\‘-\ -
\‘\ “\ I
u \ " !' %]

@& screen saver

',, > © ,‘,"’H.v . o

— ¥/
- Battery Dubai Skyline Los Angeles London Evening ¥ New York Night
Overpass

e
A, Lock Screen Underwater Show All (21)

[5) Touch ID & Password SECNC T P N,
22 Users & Groups e ‘ . = e
2% e 4 3 o
[ > | ; o S > |

4 v Passwords Alaskan Jellies California California Tahiti Coast
inh Dolnbin Dad Koln Eara

With the toggle enabled, your icons and app windows fade out
and the desktop wallpaper starts to move when the screen saver
comes on.
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37. System Settings in Spotlight

Sonoma lets you toggle system settings like Bluetooth, Wi-Fi,
Dark Mode, Focus Modes, and more directly in Spotlight search.

. Q bluetooth

8 Bluetooth
®) Bluetooth

3 Bluetooth File Exchange.app

You can still access these settings in Control Center and the
System Settings app, but some users will find this method a little
quicker. It's the same small yet welcome quality of life
improvement that users have seen in iOS 17 on iPhone.
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38. iCloud Passwords Extension

Apple's iCloud password manager can now be used in Chrome for
Mac, Microsoft Edge, and other Chromium-based browsers,
thanks to an updated iCloud Passwords extension that works in

macOS Sonoma.

~ chrome web store

Home > Extensions > iCloud Passwords

? iCloud Passwords
% % % % 951 © | Productivity | 1,000,000+ users

In other words, you don't need to open Safari or migrate your
iCloud passwords to another password manager. The Chrome
extension can also AutoFill passwords and one-time codes, save
new passwords, and lets you right-click QR codes to set up code
generators.
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39. People & Pets

Regular users of Apple's Photos app will be undoubtedly familiar
with the People album, which tries to identify faces in your
pictures so that you can label people with their proper names and
use that label as an organizing element in your library or as a
discoverable tag.

People & Pets

19 People and Pets

[z Library

%) Memories

2" Shared with You
© People & Pets
J, Places

QO Favorites

@ Recents

) iCloud Links

1] Imports

In addition to people, the Photos app in macOS Sonoma can
recognize cats and dogs, so you can have your pets automatically
sorted into albums. Accordingly, the People album has been
renamed the "People & Pets" album. To manually assign your
furry friends, type "pets" into the search field in your library, and
you can go about identifying any unnamed pets.
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40. Auto-Hide Menu Bar Options

In System Settings -> Control Center, there are new options to
control when the menu bar automatically hides.

24 General

® VPN C

Always
‘ On Desktop Only
H Automatically hide and show the menu bar H v In Full Screen Only

©® Appearance
® Accessibility

Control Center Never

® Siri & Spotlight Recent documents, applications, and servers

i Privacy & Security

A Naclktnn & Narl

Scroll down to the "Menu Bar Only" section and click the
dropdown next to Automatically hide and show the menu bar, and
you'll be able to choose from Always, On Desktop Only, On Full
Screen Only, and Never.
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41. Weather Units

In macOS Sonoma, the Weather app has received an overhaul,
and now includes new features like the ability to view the
previous day's weather, and a new moon module that tells you
the phases of the moon.

LT

Glasgow y [ : o g PaphOS

20

Clear =
H:31° L:23° Settings

JA\ il

San Francisco
London

Wallasey = lear conditions will continue for the rest of the day. Wind gusts are up to 13 Temperature
Celsius (°C)
Fahrenheit (°F)
® Use system setting (°C)

20 21 22 23 00 01 02

Paphos . . . S s s + s
e v ¢ + s + '+ '+ <

27° 26° 25° 25° 25° 24° 24°

Bangkok
e Other Units

Wind
Thirsk BULGARI
ommm 31

Precipitation

New York 285 28° GREECE BrEaSTiE
26° Distance

San Jose

. o
26 Default Units

Set all weather units to the defaults for your region.

In addition to the ability to view temperature in Celsius and
Fahrenheit, you can also now change the unit measurements for
wind speed, precipitation, pressure, and distance: You can find
these options in Weather -> Settings, under the Units section.
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42. Reminder Grocery Lists

Apple has added a handy little list function to the Reminders app
to help you when you're out to pick up some groceries. When you
create a list with the new "Groceries" list type (named "Shopping"
outside the U.S), you can input various foods and sundries and
have them organized automatically by category. The organization
makes it easier to find what you need when you're at the grocery
store, or out shopping.

Shopping

7 Completed - Clear
Scheduled
Household Items

‘ Toilet roll

Bleach

C Wet wipes

Reminders

Bin bags

Dairy, Eggs & Cheese
Milk
Eggs

Gloucester cheese

The available category types in Reminders include Produce,
Breads & Cereals, Frozen Foods, Snacks & Candy, Meat, Dairy,
Eggs & Cheese, Bakery, Baking Items, Household Items, Personal
Care & Health, and Wine, Beer & Spirits.
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43. Reminder List Column View

The Reminders app also features a new scrollable Column view,
making it easy to visualize your tasks.

Shopping

Scheduled Household Items i Dairy, Eggs & Chee: . Breads & Cereals Beverages

. Toilet roll Milk Bread Coke

Flagged
Bleach Eggs Cornflakes Lemonade

. Wet wipes Gloucester cheese
Completed Reminders

Bin bags

= 0

Family 4%

. Shopping
. MacRumors

You can find it in the Reminders menu bar, under View -> as
Columns.
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44. Hey Siri

In macOS on machines with Apple silicon, you can just say "Siri"
to activate Siri, dropping the "Hey" that's been used as a wake
word for years. Siri will activate when you say the Siri word, so
you can speak more naturally.

Siri & Spotlight

Q Ask Siri

Siri helps you get things done, just by asking. Dictate a note, check
‘\a‘_,) Tim Hardwick the weather, and more.
4

Apple ID )
(T&> Family H Listen for § v “siri" or “Hey Siri"
eSS ————. “Hey Siri"
% Wi-Fi Allow Siri when locked Off )

§ Bluetooth Keyboard shortcut Hold Command Space ¢

@ Network
Language English (United Kingdom) ¢

If the change is causing you to unintentionally wake Siri, you can

revert it by going to System Settings -> Siri & Spotlight, then
select Listen for -> Hey Siri.
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45. Share an AirTag

The Find My app now includes the ability to share Find My
accessories with multiple people. Up to five other people can
share an AirTag or Find My network accessory. Simply select the
AirTag, then click Add Person under "Share This AirTag" to get
started.

Share This Item

®

Wallet

You're the owner

WHAT WILL HAPPEN

@ Others can locate this item
Everyone who shares this item can locate it in Find My.

'\‘ Tracking notifications will be muted
Everyone who shares this item won't get notified when it's
near them.

Everyone in the sharing group is able to see the item's location,
get directions to the item, and play a sound to help pinpoint a
shared item's location when nearby.
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46. Customize Text Size Per App

You can now set your preferred text size on a per-app basis,
thanks to Sonoma's expanded Accessibility settings.

: A

Default

Example

Calendar Use Preferred Reading Size ¢

”g Finder Customized in App ¢

= Mail Use Preferred Reading Size ¢

' Messages Use Preferred Reading Size ¢

Go to System Settings -> Accessibility -> Display, then simply
choose the app you want to customize text size for and make
your point selection.
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47. Identify Mail Attachment
Downloads

When you download an email attachment from Mail and view it in
Finder, the file includes a new mail symbol next to it to let you
know it's an email attachment.

Downloads

Open
Open With

Show in Mail
Reply to Peter

Davis.25.09.2(» #.docx image0(

Move to Trash

If you right-click the attachment, there's even a "Reply to [name
of sender]" option in the contextual menu that when selected will
open the Mail compose window, ready for you to type up your
reply message.
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48. Visual Look Up
Enhancements

Visual Look Up in Photos has been vastly improved, so you can
now find similar recipes from photos of food, map routes to stores
identified in photos, and identify the meaning of signs and
symbols on things like laundry tags.

N
SR IR

American alligator
Large crocodilian reptile

" The American alligator, sometimes referred to
colloquially as a gator or common alligator, is
~ alarge crocodilian reptile native to the
Southeastern United States. It is one of the
two extant species in the genus Alligator, and
is larger than the only other living alligator
species, the Chinese alligator.

Wikipedia

Taxon name Alligator mississippiensis (Frangois Marie
Daudin, 1801)

IUCN conservation status Least Concern

Alligator Similar Web Images

You can also find out information about things that appear in
paused video frames.
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49. Add-Only Calendar Access

In System Settings, a new Privacy & Security -> Calendar setting
allows you to give third-party apps write-only access to your
calendars.

Allow BusyCal to access your calendar:

Access to your calendar will give applications access to all associated
metadata. Choose between full access to your entire calendar, or add only
access.

® Full Calendar access
Add Only Access

Selecting this means apps are limited to writing new events to
your calendars, without being able to see your information.
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50. Sensitive Content Warnings

With Sensitive Content Warnings enabled in iOS 17, incoming
files, videos, and images are scanned on-device and blocked if
they contain nudity. The opt-in blurring can be applied to images
in Messages, AirDrop, Contact Posters for the Phone app,
FaceTime messages, and third-party apps.

* Siri & Spotlight

‘ Privacy & Security ' Passkeys Access for Web Browsers

Kol

= Desktop & Dock Automation

5%

-®- Displays

Wallpaper

2. App Management

& Screen Saver @ Developer Tools

a Battery

f @ Ssensitive Content Warning
8 |ock Screen

{9 Touch ID & Password
ik Analytics & Improvements

== Users & Groups

Note that this is separate from the Communication Safety
features the Apple has implemented for children, and is designhed
for people of all ages. You can enable Sensitive Content Warnings
by going to System Settings -> Privacy & Security -> Sensitive
Content Warning and turning on the requisite toggle.

original article:
https://www.macrumors.com/quide/50-new-macos-
sonoma-features/
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